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lows of S 10 N- College, and to the reſt of the Clergy 


„ ; PS a r * 


HE Pieus Deſign of the Founder of our Society, which He confirm'd ly 

| bis Laſt Will and Teſtament, was to aduance the Intereſt of the Chri. 
tian Religion, and that Primitive Love and Unanimity which be. 

comes the Profeſſors of it, by the moſt effetinal Means poſſible : namely, the fre. 


quent Aſſemblies, and joins Counſels of the Clergy, It was by the following Dif. 


courſe that I endeauour 4 to anſwen ſo good « Purpoſe, which You have brought ts 
the defer 'd Effect, by being Unanimous in your Approbation of my Sentiments in 
the Cauſe I undertook to defend from the Authority of Scripture ; which was the 
Right of Princes over their Subjefs, And thu I was given to underſtand from 
an excellent Perſon, Preſident at that time of our Society; who aſſur d me, that 
what 1 deliver d from the Pulpit, was not only what you approv'd of, but with 
one Conſent deſir d might be made publick from the Preſs. It is impoſſible axy thing 
could be more grateful to me than Mur good Opinion of my Endeavaurs, which 
might make them ſerviceable both to Church and State; and therefore conſequent- 
ly Your Deſire that they might be publiſt d to the World, could not but be com- 
lied with, | 8 Th n 

. a have therefore, Worthy Sirs, before You the deſired Diſcourſe, and that 
more compleat and extenſive than that at firſt. For what is included between the 
20th and 41/t Pages, not being 10 be ceomprohended in an Hours Di 


it to inſert in this Publication. Which as confirm'd by Tour Concurrence and 45. 


probation, I offer to the Reader, gs not at all doubting ; but ſince what I have 
added is built on the ſame Foundation, and carried on upon the ſame Principle 
with that I firſt deliver'd, it will meet with the ſame favourable Acceptance. 
God grant, that what I have offer'd to the publick View, may be of ſome Uſe to 
eftabliſh the DoArines of the Apoſtle, defend the Dignity of Princes, preſerve the 
Pence and Tranquillity of the Government; and lafily, put an End to theſe Diſ- 
putes on thu Su jact of Obedience to Governours ; which, tho of all Duties mad 
the moſt plain and obwious, to the great Scandal of our Religion, is more and 
more controverted among us. Yo | 
| To allay theſe Heats, my Brethren, nothing has been or can be move conducive 
than an Univerſal Zeal and Agreement among ft Tour ſelves ; and that 48 
when all Pur Endeawours are countenanc d and eucourag d by Nour Dioceſan, the 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop of London. For which Reaſon twill be more conve- 
nient to Congratulate with, than Exhort Du to this Duty, And thu I beg lian: 
zo do in the Wards of St, Ignatius, Td 3d dZroveuagoy 0 way TIC leo, T8 
Oer ASV, vmnws iguanas To Emoxoms, ws topd at Ag e Toro, © M1 
Nei Unuav, x, cvupdra dyamy Xeigds & 4 
New that ye may always continue iu the ſame Opinion in Matters of Religion, 
thus conſult the Truth of Chriſtianity, and the Advancement of mutual Lot 
ang Charity, # the fer vant Prayer “7k | 


Worthy SIRS, 5 
Your Fellow - Servant in Chriſt, 
F. Atterbur). 


To my Worthy Brethren in Chriſt, the Reverend the Fel- 


n « 
Let every Soul be ſubjeft to the Higher Powers, 
Reverend Sirs, and Brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, | 


\ X TE are here met together this Day, I to preach the Word of I 


„and You to hear it; which, it may be, would bet- 


ter become One of your Reverend Aſſembly to bave preach'd, | ö 


and me to have receiv d. But as I was reſolv'd by no meahs to 
decline this Province, appointed me by a moſt Pious and Excel- 
lent Perſon; ſo *twas my Opinion I could not poſſibly diſcharge it 
better, than by diſcourſing upon the Duty of Subjects to their 
Prince, as it is deſcribed and delivered to us in Holy Writ, And 
indeed, I know of no Subject in Scripture more large and copious 


with reſpe& to the Regulating the Manners of Men; no kind of f 


Undertaking more pious and commendable in it ſelf ; no Diſcourſe 
more acceptable, or better fitted to entertain a Chriſtian Auditory, 
or promote the Happineſs both of Church and State, than this 
ſeems to me to be: Eſpecially in an Age, in which Opinions about 
reſtraining the Prerogatives of Princes, by coercive Methods, are 


become common among the People, and greedily embrac'd by un- if 
quiet, and ignorant Men: Inſomuch that were St. Paul to revive - || 


in our Days, He'd have occaſion with the ſame Zeal to contend. 
for that now as a diſputable Point, which He once enjoyn'd the 
Roman Converts as an unqueſtionable Duty, vis. That every Soul 
ſhould be ſubje& to the Higher Powers, „ 
Nothing can be more plain, than that Subjection. Duty, and Al- 
legiance to Princes, to pay Obedience to whatever they ſhould juſt- 
ly enjoyn, and not offer Violence to their Authority, tho' what 
W commanded was unjuſt, were Doctrines (perſuaſive to a good 
Life) of the firſt Rank, and as ſuch deliver'd to their Proſelytes by 
the Doctors and Teachers of the Primitive Church: And that for 
various and weighty Reaſons; drawn as well from the innate Va- 
lue and Uſefulneſs of ſuch Doctrines, as a Judicious Fore-ſight of 
thoſe many impending Calamities, that by the Command, or Per- 
miſſion of the Magiſtrate, were like to befall the Profeſſors of Chri- 


ſlianity. And that Men might not make an Oppoſition to ſuch In- 


juries, too violent and unbecoming their excellent Religion, Pa- 
tience and Reſignation were made Eſſential to their Duty, and as 


ſeaſonable Barriers to Reſentment and Revenge; by an Apoſtolical 


Authority enjoyn'd them. 
2 275 1353 Among 
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Among the firſt Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Religion were many 


ews, who openly declar'd twas their Opinion, that Heathen Ma. 
7 85 had no Dominion over the People of God. Nay, ſuch a 
alſe Notion had ſome of Evangelical Liberty, as to think them- 
ſelves, by virtue of that, entirely ſree d, and abſolv'd from all Sub- 
jection to any Human Authority whatſoever. 
It was therefore highly neceſſary to oppoſe theſe and ſuchalike 
Errors, and with all imaginable Efforts ſtrive to take off thoſe un- 
Juſt Aſperſions fix d on Chriſtianity, from the frequent Tumults and 
Diſorders, occaſion'd by the firſt Propagation of it. I ſay, it was of 
the laſt Conſequence to take off theſe Aſperſions, and root out all 
Opinions, how prepoſterous ſoever in themſelves,that might occaſion 
them; leſt in time they might be too ſtrongly fix d and imprinted 
in Men's Minds, even beyond the Poſſibility of erazing them. 
Wherefore it is no great Wonder to ſee the Apoſtles ſo urgent, 
ſo intent in enjoyning this Duty; eſpecially St. Peter, and St. Paul, 
who had been both of them in ſome reſpect Violaters of it. The 
latter in the Inſtance of the High-Prieft (an Officer of the firſt Dig- 
nity under the Romans, in the Jewiſh Eſtabliſhment) whom He ir- 
reverently reflected on, when publickly adminiſtring Juſtice to the 
People: The former in the Caſe of Malc bus, Servant to a Magi- 
ſtrate of the ſame Dignity, whoſe Ear He cut off. And 'tis highly 
probable, that the Reaſon why theſe, who were the Chief of the 


Apoſtles, were ſo cautious, fo earneſt in their Writings about the 
Command of theſe Duties, was, that their Examples might not be 


brought into Preſidents for others to act by; and that as they had 


been ſignal in their Offence, ſo they might be equally Eminent in 


deterring others from the like, | | 
However this may be, tis certain they never enjoyn'd any of the 

Precepts belonging to this Duty without an Energy, and Ardour of 

Mind peculiar to them. St. Paal eſpecially, when ever He treats of 


this Subject, is accompanied with a very ſenſible Vehemency and 
Eurneſtneſs of Spirit; Let every Soul, ſays He, be ſubje& to the 


Higher Powers, Which Force and Paſſion of Expreſſion He carries 

along to the eighth Verſe of this Chapter, and delivers his whole 
Diſcourſe to this purpoſe, with a juſt Confidence, and truly Apoſto- 
lical Authority, There 4 no Power, He declares, but of God: the 
Powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth 
the Power, reſifteth the Ordinance of Cod: and they that reſiſt, hal 
receive to t hemſelves Damnation. For Rulers are not a Terrour to 


Good Works, but to the Evil. Wilt thou not then be afraid of tbe 
” 5 ” Power? 


(687 


Power? do that which is goed and thou ſhalt bave Praiſe of the 


ſame: for He is the aan be, of God ta thee for good. But if thou 
d that\which is evil, be afraid; for He beareth not the Sword in 


vain; for He u the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute wrath 


upon bim that doth evil. Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſabject, not on- 
by for Wrath, but alſo for Copſcience ſake. For this cauſe pay Tri- 


hate alſo: For they are God's Miniſters, attending continually on this 


very tbing. Render therefore to all their dues ;, Tribute to whons Tri- 
buteis due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom gFear to whom Fear, Honour fo 
whors Honour, * 

I. To obſerve ſome Method. in he Cocks Exotic cation a of this 
Doctrine, give me leave to make theſe Four Enquiries: .. 

I. What theſe Higher Powers are to which we owe this Obedir 
ence enjoyned by the Apuſle. 
II. How far this Obedience reaches, or the Extentof the Me 


giſtrate's Authority, 
III. Fhe Reaſons the Apoſtle urges for the Obligations to, and 


Neceſſity of this Duty. 


IV. The Perſons of whom this Obedience is required and 


expected. 

Ic ſhall be my 3 to eſtabliſh this Doctrine of St. Paul, 
contain*d under the foregoing Heads, chiefly frem his own Auths= 
rity ; only adding what St. Peter has delivered on the ſame Sub- 
ject, with a deſign, as ſome ſuppoſe {tho* I can't ſee the Neceſſi- 
ty of ſuch a Suppoſition to a fincere and unprejudic'd Mind) of 
illuſtrating and enforcing what might ſeem obſcure, and hard to be 


underſtood in the above recited Quotations. I am fenfible what a 


homely Dreſs I ſhall deliver my ſelf in; the Subject I am to treat 
on being uncapable of any Embelliſhments from Human Ora- 


tory, And therefore 1 ſhall think Eloquence enough beſtow d 5 


upon it, if I can but make it generally underſtood. 


[. To adyance then gradually towards a true ſenſe of ihe Do- 
Arine in the Text; twill be neceſſary firſt to obſerve, and prove 


that what is here faid of the Higher Powers, is taken (according to 


the Language of the Schools ) in the Concrete, and not the Ab- 
Fract, and muſt be referr'dto the Perſons, and not the Authority 
of Princes; Let every Soul be ſubjed to the Higher Powers, viz. 
To thoſe who are inveſted. with a lauful and unqueſtionable 
Right w Soveraignty, chat are here called, the, Miniſters of God fen 
* ar the N uuungers ko eggtate auratk when, hem that de d 
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to whom alſo we are enjoyn'd by the Apoftle to pay Tribute, and 
Cuſtom, and Hinour. Theſe mutual Offices of Prince and 
People are fo inſeparately linked together in the Perſon of both, 
that the Offices and Perſons to perform them cannot in any 


ſenſe be conſidered a- part. And St. Peter, certainly the beſt and 


ſafeſt Interpreter of St. Pauls Words, is fo plain and perſpicuous 
in this Matter, that there is no poſſible room left to queſtion 
his meaning: Submit your ſelves, ſays He, to every Ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King as 
Supreme, or unto Governours, as unto them that are ſent by 


Moreover, theſe Words of St. Peter, in another ſenſe, do clearly Evi- 
dene St. Pauls meaning. ſhould there yet remain any thing in it ob- 
ſcure and unintelligible. For they abundantly confirm, that the Obe- 
dience urg d in the Text, ought not to be confin d to the Supreme 
Magiſtrate, but extended to all that bear Rule under Him, to inte- 
rioi Officers, his Vicegerents that execute his Commands, and repre · 
ſent his Perſon. Tis true, the Original Words QZ50ix t A 
ſignifie ſupreme and moſt exalted Power; and accordingly 
St. Peter applies the Verb «a#tyav, and makes it peculiar 

to the Royal Dignity ; Baha ws pf Aut, ro the King 
as Supreme, or excelling. But ſince St, Paul uſes the ſame Word 
elſewhere in a larger ſenſe (as particularly where He exhorts 
Prayers ſhou'd be made, Up Bxoi\foy 2, mxevTov Tis i 
of .ovTw!, For Kings, and for all that are in Autharity.) 
"Tis plain that the Word pt 260 is of Univerſal Extent, 
as comprehending all ſorts and degrees of the Magiſtracy. If 
therefore we conſider the Words of St Paul aright, either by 
themſelycs, or as explained by St. Peter, tis undoubtedly certain 


the Words p. N No 8286 %, to the Higher Powers, are 


8 Extent, and by no means limited to the ſupreme Ma- 
rate. _ | | 

4 And if this is Truth, the Aſſertion of the Apoſtle about Obe- 
dience extends to Magiſtrates of an inferior Order ; the juſt Infe- 
rence ſeems tobe, That he pleads for the Right and Authority of 
Princes, not only as God's Vicegerents, to whom the Care of 
making and enacting Laws does rightly belong, but alſo to 
whom a Power is given to ſee thoſe Laws obſerved and executed. 
For tho the Authority of theſe Higher Powers is in nothing more 
eminent, perbaps, than in framing juſt and wholeſome Laws for 
the publick Good; yet the Apoſtles Precepts in the Text ſeem 
| | | to 


1 . 
o have little or no Reference to this part of the Magiſterial 


Office, but rather point at the executing and commanding Powers; 
ther at thoſe Magiſtrates, whoſe immediate Province it is to ſee 


bat thoſe wiſe and wholſome Laws be not infring d; to keep 


subjects loyal and unſhaken in their Duty; to bold the Reins | 


of Juſtice, and adminiſter it impartially to the People; and laſtly, 
to draw. the Sword againſt all wicked and licentious Men, all 
Diſturbers of the publick Peace and Tranquilliy. And theſe are 
lat Demonſtrations of an adminiſtring, rather than eſtabliſhing 
Power in the Government; which St. Peter deſcribes almoſt in the 
rery Terms of St. Paul, viz. Such a Power as it ſent by God for the 


Wl Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well. 


But *ewill yet more fully appear what Magiſtrates this Precept 


of the Apoſtle's enjoyns us to pay Obedience to, if we reflect 
what manner of Men thoſe were that at that time bore Rule in 
ime, and the neighbouring Nations, For as he directed his 
Eble to the Romans, he mult certainly mean Roman Magiſtrates, 
vhoſe natural Subjects they were. i we asf tow as 
Now che Magiſtrates of . thoſe Times were: generally. Men of 
ſcandalous Lives, utterly averſe to all Virtue, brought up in the 
Arts of Superſtition. and Idolatry from. their very Infancy ; and 
conſequently, not only furious Zealots for their own falſe Reli- 
gion, but Enemies to the Chriſtians, whom they ſometimes perſe- 
cuted, always derided and coaternn'd, And yet *tis to thele very 


Magiſtrates St. Paul would have the Romans be ſubject, not only 


for Wrath, but even for Conſcience ſale; giving us herein a plain 

aution, nat to ſquare our Allegiance to our Prince according to 
hu perſonal. Virtue or Religion, on the favour or diſlike he may 
have for us. Indeed, the more gracious and condeſcending our Sove- 
nign is to us, the more highly we eſteem Him, 8nd tbe more ready 
and cheerful we are in our Obedience to Him: But then theſe are 


Motives to our Eſteem, and not our Duty; which however grateful 


or ungrateful to us, ſhould always be preſery'd ſacred and inviolable; 


and which every good Man meaſures not from the Pleaſure or Ad- 


rantage it brings him, but its innate Worth and Obligation. 

Il. Having explain'd who are meant by the Higher Powers, I 
come, Secondiy, to conſider, how far our Obedience to them 
© teaches in the ſenſe of St. Paul. | | 141 


All the Branches of our Duty and Allegiance to Princes, are 
entirely comprebended within theſe two Injunctions. Fuft, To 


ritarm all their uU and 


zeady 
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| ready | Mind. And, adly, if they enjoyn Things i impious or unjuft, 
yet in our very Refuſal of complying with them, to pay all due De- 
ference to their Authority; and if they prove any way prejudicial, 
or of ill conſequence to us, patiently and ſubmiſſively to bear the 
puniſhment they ſball inflict upon vs.” 

The firſt of theſe Duties ( Obedience) be thus confirms: 
Render, ſays he, to all their daes, Tribute to whows Tribute u due, 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to 1bom 
Honour. By the Words Tribute and Cuſtom is underſtood, whatever 
is demanded from private Perfons, to ſettle ſtanding Funds for 
the Occafions of the Publick, for the neceſſary Uſe of the Go- 
vernment at Home; or the carrying on juſt Wars Abroad, 
for ſupporting and advancing the Dignity of the Crown, and Ho- 

nour and Grandure of the Prince that wears it. In the Words Fear 
and Honour, is included that Homage and Obedience we owe our 
SGovernouts, and which thoſe Miniſters for our Good, and Guar- 

| 'Giansof the Common- wealth, have a juſt Title to, when we pay all 
. inward deference and reſpeRt to their Authority, and give publick 
Demonſtration of it, by all the outward Marks of Duty and Af- 
fection: When we * upon them (Reigning by Divine Appoint- 
ment) as the expreſs Images and Repreſentatives of the Deity; 
when by our continual Prayers, Wiſhes, Counſels, and Aſſiſtance, 
if requiſite, we ſtrive to promote their juſt and pious Endeavours ; 


© when we do not engage our ſelves in ſearching too narrowly into 


Secrets of State, in Cenſuring the Errors and Miſtakes of Govern 
ment, probably by no Human Wiſdom to be avoided; when we 
don't make it our Buſineſs to catch at and diſperſe the Rumours anc 
"Scandals of detracting; and laftly, when we conſult nothing more 
than the Advancement of the Honour and Reputation of our Prince 
both at Home and Abroad, both in Publick and Private, with 
Parliament and People; and accordingly neither ſpeak nor think an) 


thing diſhonourable of : their Merton, © or unbecoming the Higt 


Dignity they are inveſted with. 
[=7 Met: ſuppoſe Governours ſhould eee themſelves in fuck 
a manner, ' as to make it impoſſible for us either to love o 
eſteem them; Imagine them to be neither Pious towards God, no 
Juſt and Beneficent to Men; profligate themſelves, and not fc 
ſtraining Vice in others: ſuch as beſtow all Honours 1106 Places o 
Truſt on the Unworthy; but deſpiſe, expoſe, nay perſecute Goo 
Men: then müſt we recur to that Chriſtian Patience and Reſignt! 
on preſerib q in this lauter part of Our Duty,which vil curb —_ 
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$8 *1 


(9) 

fons and Reſentments which would otherwiſe prevail over us. For 
He that reſifbeth the Power, reſi Heth the Ordinance of God; and they 
that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 

e And yet we don't want ſome among'us, that take a World of 
If pains to weaken and undermine theſe infpired Dictates of the 
: Apoſtle in the Text. And to this End raſhly affirm, that the O- 
„ bedience here preſcrib'd is due only to thoſe Governours that ful- 
y anſwer the End of their Commiſſion, deriv*d originally from the 
r People; and are a Terrour not to gaod VVorks, but to the evil; 
* Miniſters of God for good, and Avengers to execute Wrath : $8 bn 
».M tending upon this very thing : But they who by their ill Govern- 
„rent deſtroy the very End of their eee that wink at Vice, 
> and diſcountenance Piety and Virtue, Cc. ave no Right to Subjecki⸗ 


on and Obedience from their Subjects. But certainly this is a ſenſe 


N: that neither the Words will bear. nor the Apoſtle ever once dreamr 


- of. For unleſs the Precept be referred to Evil Princes, the Higb- 


er Powers He there mentions cannot be thought ro fignity the Go- 
tf vernour of Rome ar that time. For whether *cwas Caligula, 
(Wl Claudius, or Nero, that, at that time; govern'd the Empire, neither 
i=l of them can be rank'd among juſt and vi tuous Princes. For 
vbich Reaſon, either the Apoſtle muſt refer himſelf to one of theſe, 
e or it muſt be maintained, that the Obedience He enjoyn'd the Ro- 
an Chriſtians had no Relation to the Emperour then reigning : a 
very abſurd and irrecontileable Suppoſition! But ſhould the words 
in the Text relate to Bad Princes, yet, ſay they, it does not follow 
our Obedience to them ſhould be general and unlimited. And that 
this is their Opinion, is very plain; for if we owe entire Obedience 


Horrid Doctrine ! directly oppoſite to primitive Truth and Apoſtoli- 
cal Inſtitution ; but exactly fitted to their Inclinations, who . 
= deſtroy all Government, and reduce every Fhing to its firſt Chaos 

and Confuſion. And yet we have thoſe among us that deduce theſe 
very Principles (which how ever ſpecious they may ſeem, are in 


ferences from the Apoſtle's Doctrine. 


they have builr their Opinions vpon, ſtrive to ſupport and maintain 
hem by a ſubterfuge of another make. Fhey conjecture that 


wwe He N eee on 16 jy Subjeds, before He Fd 
. | ke 


to Good Princes only, there's conſequently none due to the Bad. 


reality down- right Rebellion) not as Conſequences, but direct ln- 


But theſe Men, ſenfeble What a flippery and weak Foundation 


Paul-writ this Epiſtle juſt upon Nero's Acceſſion tothe Empire, be 


ar 
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” (107) 
ted againſt the Lives, or had actually ſhed the Blood of the Chri: 
ſtian Proſelytes. But to what a ſhort Compaſs of Time do they 
confine this Conjecture? For how juſt, how mild ſoever the Ad. 
miniſtration of Nero might be at firſt, tis plain the Tyrant ap- 

peared ſoon after: and to ſay this Epiſtle was penn'd in the mean 
time, is what may eaſily enough be affirmed, but not ſo eaſily be- 
lev' d. But ſuppoſe we grant the Certainty of this Conjecture, 
that the Chriſtians ſuffer d neither Death nor Baniſnment for the 
Faith, yet at that very. Time they laboured under a World« 
Hardſhips and Inconvenieaces, and were the ſcorn and ſcandal « 
Mankind: Nor is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, the mildeſt Government 
in thoſe Times,ſhould take any great Care to ſecure them From thele 
Sufferings, who were univerſally look'd upon as the Violaters of all 
Religion, and Enemies to the Worſhip and Service of the Heathey 
Gods. Tis rather probable, that with Gallia, they cared for nw 
of theſe Things, And any Man that reads ever the preceding 
Chapter, will not in the leaſt doubt but this was the Condition the 
Chriſtians at Rome were in at the very Writing of this Epiſtle, Thy 
the Apoſtle intimates from the 14 Verſe to the End of that Chapter, 
where He tells the Romans; Bleſs them which perſecute you; 
bleſs and curſe not; Recompence to no Man Evil for Evil; and laſtly, 
Be not overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil with Good, Tothu 
Advice he immediately adds the Precept in the Text, which, no 
doubt, it was deſigned to open the Way for, and explain. Whe- 
ther then we conſider the State and Condition of the Chriſtians 
at the Delivery of theſe Doctrines, even under the moſt mild Go- 
vernment , or the Scope and Connexion of the Apoſtles Diſcourſe; 
"is equally evident from both, that theſe Higher Powers there 
ſpoken of, and whom St. Paul enjoyns us not to Reſiſt, whatever 
they were, either countenanced or connived at many Injuries o- 
fer'd the Chriſtians then under their Government. 
But let us grant for once, that the Rowan Converts had as ye 
ſuffered no Calamity, no diſturbance 1n the leaſt from their Gover 
nours, yet tis certain they were even at that time not far from Per- 


ſecution. For to be in continual Dangers, in continual Apprehenſ.- 


ons of ſome impending Calamity, was an Inheritance entail'd, 2 
*twere on all the Primitive Chriſtians, This our Saviour himſelf fore- 


warn'd his Diſciples of; They ſhall lay Hands on you, and perfecutt 


you, caſting you out of the Synagogaes, into Priſons ;, and bringin! 
you before Kings and Governours for my Names ſake. Knew St. Paul 
nothing of thus ? or bad he for got it when he delivered Re 
| 1 
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From the Prophets, and his own Inſpirations he had foretold how 
the Holy Ghoſt witneſſed in every City, ſaying, Bonds and Aſſlictions 
ſhould abide Him. Was he then ſo quick- ſighted in diſcerning his 


ſeries ? Had the great Apoſtle, on whom the continua Care and 
Concern of all the Churches was laid, no Thoughts, no Apprehenſi- 
ons of the Perſecutions which then threatned the Roman Church? 


remity, and divert his Diſcourſe to ſome other End; viz. the 
giving Directions ſuitable only to Times of Peace and Tranquilli- 
, which perhaps might prove altogether Uſeleſs in a Year or two 


ever they may ſeem in their own Eyes, detract, certainly, from his 
knowledge, whom they repreſent very negligent in enforcing the 
Performance of what was of the laſt Conſequence; but beyond mea- 
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in themſelves, and which Men naturally and freely embrace and 
tactice. | Res 

; For what Occaſion is there to 
to Honour, Obey, and be Loyal to thoſe Princes, whoſe con ſtant 
and greateſt Study is the Good and Happineſs of their Subjects? 
to acquieſce under that Government, from which we receive not 
the leaſt Injury ? or to be Subjects to thoſe Higher Powers, who 
reign for no other End, than to be the unwearied Guardians of 
our Lives and Fortunes? Tis when theſe are at a Stake, when wa 
have ſuffered innumerable Miſchiefs by wicked Princes, and are. 
lke to be greater Sufferers ſtill, that we have juſt Occaſion for the 
Arguments, the Exhortations, the Commands of the Apoſtle to pre- 
ſerve us in our Duty, and kecp down that Reſiſtance which Re- 
\  bellious Spirits are ſubject to. And this is the moſt uſeful and 
excellent Deſign of St. Pauls Diſcourſe, They that think other- 
wiſe, that believe all the End He aim'd at was to reſtrain us from 
. 8 Diſloyalty and Ingratitude to the beſt of Princes, ſeem to offer 


_w 
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; © what's very foreign to the Intent, and highly uabecoming the. 


„ Dignity of the Apoſtl, | 
MM There is but one Refuge left for em to fly to; And that is, to 
iert the Apoſtles Warmth and Earneſtneſs, as he had reaſon, to 


10 enforce this Duty, was then neceſſary only to root out an Opinion 


Jof thoſe Times, that there was no Obedience due from Chriſtian 
e Heathen Magiſtrates, N B 


gie of the Right of Kings and Governours over their Subjects 7 
own, and yet blind and inſenſible of other mens approaching Mi— 


or if he had, is it credible, that writing to them of Perſecution, he 
ſhould neglect all Rules concerning their Behaviour in that Ex- 


after? Thoſe who think Sr. Paul of this Opinion, how wiſe ſo 


ſure care ful to inculcate ſuch matters as are of little or no moment 


perſwade Men to pay Tribute, 
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But if we conſider that this Error was peculiar only to the Tews 


and of them only the Sect call'd Gaulonites or Galileans : Ahe 


that the Roman Church, to whom St. Paul directs his Epiſtle, con 
liſted for the moſt part of Pagan Profeſſors; it will plainly follew 
the main ſtreſs of the Apoſtles Argument does not lye upon this Sup 
poſition, and therefore it can be term'd no other than a ridiculoy 


Cavil, not worth the diſcuſſing any farther: eſpecially when this 


Opinion and Doctrine of St. Paul is abundantly corroborated and 
confirmed by St. Peter, who gives his Suffrage in our Favour. 
For in this manner does the Apoſtle exhort Subjects to the Du- 
ties of Obedience to Soveraigns: Submit your ſelves to every Or- 
dinance of Man for the Lord's ſake ; whether it be to the King as 
Supreme, or unto Governours, as unto them that are ſent by Him far 
the Puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the Praiſe of them that dy 
well, Servants, be ſubject to your Maſters with all Fear, not only to 
the good, but alſo to the froward, And immediately following, as a 
common Motive and Argument to eſtabliſh the Charge He had de- 
hvered both to the Subjects and Servants, He adds the Reaſon of 
his Injunction: For this is thank-worthy, if a Man for Conſcience 
toward God endure Grief, ſuffering wrongfully : For what Glory is 
it if when ye be buffeted for your Faults, ye ſhall ſuffer for it, 3e 
tale it patiently? But if when ye do well, and ſuffer for it, ye tale it 
patiently : this us acceptable with God. Laſtly, He gives them an Ex- 
ample of our Saviour's Patience and Reſignation, commanding them 
entirely to practice by, and conform to tt: For even hereunto 
Je were called, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an Exan- 
ple that we ſhould follow hu Steps; Who when He was reviled, reviled 
not again; when He ſuffered, He threatned not but committed himſelf 
z0 Him that judgetb righteouſiy. Theſe things carry ſuch a plain- 
neſs of Demonſtration with them, that 't would be ſuperfluous to ſay 
any thing more about them. St. Peter here peremptorily declares 
we ought to ſubmit both to Maſters and Governours, not only the 
good and geatle, but the froward allo : i. e. Thoſe that are cruel and 
and inhumane to us, and whom cwould be impoſſible for us not to 
oppoſe, did not the proſpect of a Reward from God, and the Exam- 
ple of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf encourage us to depreſs thoſe 
Swellings of the Mind, thoſe Seeds of Anger and Revenge, ſuch la- 
hu manity would raiſe in us. ny 5 
They that arm theſe Precepts of St. Peter, relate to Servant 
only, and not to Subjects, are guilty of a twofold Error: Firſt. in 
dividing thoſe things which, as they are deliver d by the Apoſtk, 


(13) 
n on in an inſeparable Coherence; And, 2dly, in not duly con- 
1 {4ring the Reaſon and Intent of the Diſcourſe it ſelt. Theſe Men, 
: ſeems, are of opinion, that St. Peter explaining firſt the Duty of 
he People to their Prince, and then that of Servants to Maſters , 
Towards the latter End of the Chapter, falls wholly upon laying 
down Motives and Arguments to perfuade the Servant, and not 
&bje&t, of his Duty to his Superiors. But certainly it ſhould ſeem 
o me of greater Conſequence both to the Chriſtian and Common 
Good, that Subjects be obedient to the Prince, than Servants to 
heir Maſters. We may conclude then, that what was of greateſt Mo- 
u- nent, that the Apoſtle referr'd to, provided his Words agree with 
-, which, 'tis plain, they are moſt applicable to. He writes this 
4M Epiſtle to the Sons of Bondage, the diſpers'd Fews baniſh'd their 
or M native Country, and barbarouſly and ſervilely treated by the Go- 
4 rernors of the Provinces they liv'd in, as is evident from many pla- 
10 ces of this firſt & Epiſtle. Now what could be more worthy the 
a lpoſtolical Care and Authority, than to adminiſter ſuch Councels, 
e-M ind enforce ſuch Commands, as might be ſufficient to buoy up 
of W their depreſſed Spirits, amidſt ſo many and great Miſeries? This 
ce MW therefore is what He attempts with all poſſible Earneſtneſs and Ap- 
is plication z recommends by the moſt agreeable and perſuaſive Ar- 
5 guments imaginable, and, above all, by ſetting before them the 
it Erample of Chriſt ; which certainly may be more juſtly applied 
Jo the deplorable ſtate of Subjects, than Servants : For He bimſelf 
n dd not ſuffer under a private Maſter, but the ſupreme Magiſtrate ; 
ody whoſe expreſs Command He was ſcourged and ſmitten, mocked 
„Ind ſet at nought, and put to death. He left therefore an Exam- 
4 Wl je, very uſeful for Subject, that they ſhould follow ba ſteps. 
hut let us grant theſe Words of St. Peter refer only to thoſe ſub- 
-e to Domeſtick Authority; yet certainly, if Obedience be due 
from a Servant to a Maſter, there 1s equal, nay much greater Rea- 
's WW fon it ſhould be due from a Subject, to a Soveraign Prince; and con- 
e ¶ {quently ought to be the more inculcated. And the Reaſon of this 
d vill plainly appear, if we conſider the neceſſary dependance of all 
o ſubordinate Authority upon the Supreme; that as long as the ſu- 
- bperior Power remains firm and cftabliſh'd, che Rule and Diſcipline 
e af private Families, are ſecure from all Attempts to diſturb ot un- 
- fettle them. But when once the Supreme Authority declines, all ſuch 
Inſficutions abate of their Sanction, and ſoon fall to the ground, 
W EEE. „ 
* See Chap J. ver 6, 7. II. 1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,8, 19. V. 8, 9. 
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We may then juſtly conclude this was the ſenſe and meaning q 
St. Peter; That tho' the Magiſtrate be never ſo careleſs of his Duty 
never ſo injurious and unjuſt in the Adminiſtration of it, yet W 
owe Him Reſpect and Obedience ſtill, And ſince tis plain, he doe 
no other than Comment upon, and, as twere, interpret St. Pay 
ſenſe on this Subject, (and therefore muſt be of his Opinion) we 
are to conſider both as delivering the fame Doctrines and Precept 
to us: And hence conclude, when the Latter ſpeaks of thoſe Highy 
Powers, He comprehends as well Evil as Good Princes, 

And let them who take fuch liberty of Interpretation, not on 
for their Entertainment, but out of Intereſt and Deſign : Let ſuch 
I fay, remember, what St. Peter ſays in another place of thoſe, whe 
being unlearned and unſtable, wreſt thofe Paſſages in St. Paal, 
Hard to be underſtood, to their own Deſtruction. For if He makes ſo 
ſevere a Remark on thoſe that perverted the ſenſe of what was in- 

deed hard to be underſtood ; what would He have ſaid of ſuch that 
 ftrive with all the Art and Application they are Maſters of, to miſ- 
_ repreſent Things that are very plain, and need no Illuſtration? 
III. Thirdly, The Reaſons the Apoſtle urges for the Obligati- 
ons to, and Neceſſity of this Duty. ; 
And theſe are chiefly Two; One drawn from the Divine Right 
of Empire it ſelf, that ſacred Fountain from which all Royal Power 
and Authority flows: For there # no Power but of God; the Powers 
that be are or dain d of God. The Other from both the publick and 
ptivate advanrage Government brings, as it 1s improved by the 
cConſtlant Care, Juſtice, and Integrity of the ſupreme Magiſtrate : 
For He is the Miniſter of God to thee for good, a Revenger to exe- 
cute Wrath upon Him that does evil, From both which He draws 
this Concluſion; And therefore ye muſt needs (or tis abſolutely 
neceſſary ye ſhould) be ſubject not only for wrath, but alſo for Con. 
| feience-ſake, Avaſun vy rg ] not only from a Dread of 
any Human Puniſhment, but a Senſe of the Divine Obligation laid 
upon us to perform this Duty, | 

The Enquiry our Saviour made of the Phariſees concerning the 
Baptiſm of John, may very well be referred here to the Original 
of Human Government; Whence is it? From Heaven, or of Men! 
There are that, without the leaſt Heſitation, anſwer of Mien, and pto- 

duce a World of Arguments, very agreeable, they pretend, both to 
Nature and Reaſon to eſtabliſh this Opinion. Amongſt theſe, there 
gre Two they ſeem moſt to rely on: Of which, One they very 


modeſtly expect ſhould be granted them, and draw the Other _ 
| — „ 
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weak and invalid Arguments. What they take for granted, is, 
T bat there was a Time once, when Men lived without any Govern- 
ment; and thence they argue the Power of Life and Death was 
Originally in the People, and by them rightly transferred to the 
| Magiſtrate. Of theſe, their Suppoſition I take to be wholly for- 


reign to the preſent Subject, and their Inference can be maintain'd 
by no real Argument I know f. 
Nor, ſince I am haſtening to weightier Matters, have I any lei- 
ſure, or think it worth while to proſecute theſe Objections any 
farther z eſpecially when this One Expreſſion of St. Pauls, There 
is no Power but of God; the Powers that be, are ordained of God, 
entirely confutes them. The Words in the Original are far more 
clear and ſignificant than in the Tranſlation, & 0 ig! EF volt £7 

j Doro O, Of Y Bom ENO, und Ges ret Ev. 
And this is the Fountain, as I before obſery'd, from whence the 
Apoſtle derives all lawful Authority and Government among Men, 
$ 0p b Exo, e jun 270 Org, There is no Power but of God; 
and the Perſons inveſted with that Power are affirm'd, uns 088 mr 
id 824, to have been Ordained of God: That is, as I underſtand 
it, not only iaſtituted by God, but ordained to act immediately 
under Him, to repreſent the Perſon of the Deity, the Lord of the 
whole Earth, and execute his Authority in governing the World: 
for which Reaſon they are conſtantly term'd the Miniſters of God, 
that reign indeed in their proper Dominions, not by Virtue of their 
own Power and Authority, but the Commiſſion of God, the high- 
ell Power, to whom only they will be accountable for their Admi- 
niſtration, whether good or bad. | 

And their deriving their Power immediately from God, is the 
Cauſe they are ſo frequently in Scripture honoured by his very 
Name; For they are called Gods, ſaith our Saviour, becauſe the 
Word of God came unto them; in that they are choſen by Divine 
Appointment to preſide over the People; they are, as twere, Vice- 
toys of Heaven, and Diſpenſers of its Almighty Powers: For there 
u no power but of God; the Powers that be, are ordained of God; to 
vit, of that bleſſed and only Potentate, the King of King's, and Lord 
of Lords, who alone bath Immortality, as St. Paul expreſſes elſewhere, 
Which Words, as they ſerve to illuſtrate this Doctrine of the Divine 
Right of Princes, are well worth our farther Obſer vation. 1 

Here, then, the Apoſtle argues; God is the only Potentate, be- 
cauſe only He is Immortal: And from Him conſequently does ori- 


ginally ariſe that Power which diſtinguiſhes and raiſes Sovereigas 


above 


* 


above their Subjects from Him, is that immortal Nature of Man by 
which He excels all other Earthly Creatures. Now Princes are 


Potentates in their reſpective Dominions, and humane Souls are im- 
mortal; but neither by Nature nor Acquiſition, neither from the 
People, nor Traduction of Parents, but the Divine Will and Plea- 
ſure. GOD alone is the Fountain of all Power and Immortality, 
and all Communications of them to created Beings, flow entirely 
from thence: It is the People, ſometimes, that fer up Kings, and 
the Parents always that propagate Children ; yet the Right of 
Princes can no more be attributed to the People, than the Creation 
of the immortal Soul to the Parent. For theſe are things 
derived from God alone, and dealt out by Him as He pleaſes; 
Who is the Source of all earthly Power, the only Author and 
Creator of immortal Souls. 35 „ 
This ſeems to be the true ſenſe of theſe the Apoſtles Words; 
with which alſo the Writings of the Primitive Fathers do agree; 
By whoſe command (vix. God's) Men are produced, and Kings 
eſtabliſhed, ſays the Commentator on Irene, lib. 3. cap. 24. 
And Tertullian's Notions, taken, tis probable, trom Irene, are to 
the ſame purport. Tertul. Apol. c. 30. From bence ( viz. Hea- 
ven) came Empire, and hence Man before Empire; from bence i 
bu Power and his Mind. e ee © co 
Indeed this Power we ſpeak of is often conferred on Princes by 
Human Choice and Conſent, and is not eſtabliſhed always by the 
ſame Method, and in the ſame Form, but varioufly, according to 
the Wills and Diſpoſitions of Men: the ſame is exerciſed by Men 
on their ſellow- Creatures, and ſolely deſigned to promote Man's 
Happineſs and Good, Princes therefore inveſted with this Au- 
thority, St. Peter very aptly terms &v0porvaey iges, Human 
Powers: but if we reflect whence this their Authority comes, Whole 
Vicegerents they are, and to whom they miſt at laſt be actountable 
for the diſcharge of their Duty, we muſt neceſſarily conclude witt 
St. Paul, they are, Oe Axlxylw, the very Ordinance of God. 
Theſe then are the ſire Foundations on which the Rights d 
Magiſtrates are built and eſtabliſhed, and from whence the Obligs 
tions to Allegiance do naturally ariſe. And fince Princes are tht 
Miniſters of the ſupreme Deity, and have Divine Commiſſion to 
rule over us, its highly reaſonable We ſhould pay them all poſſible 
Honour and Obſervance, out of a Reverence and Fear to God 
himſelf, St. Peter therefore, when He ſtiles Kings and Governour 
 «iOpoaives Kiious, Human Ordinances; affirms withal,they mor 


ſobmitted to for God's, ſake 3 and if ſo, all the Afrants and Indignities offered 


them, all the Oppoſition made againſt chem, redounds to God himſelf, the 

great Eitabliſher and Avenger of Royal Powgr-—For whoſoever feſ ffetb, te. 

ſeth the Ordinance of God ; and they who refit, fall receive to themſelves 
* 1 » *. q %" 4 . x. 84 Ws 5 13 - ? * - n xf4; 7 . 12 1 £3 


res ſay the Adyocates of Popular Right this holds true ſo Jong as Princes 


* in their wicked Enterpriſes, c- 
* reſeſt. the Ordinance ,of, Cod. „ 
If this be true, I cant poſſibly ſee the Dr 


aq. 2 
Vill, or 


every Thing conſult, the Iuftice, the Interęſt, 


L 6 dvnTzos3 phuC-:TH LESTIC, Nc. J. to; wir, that, Ordinance 


grear matfy Obſerva tions ore on this Head? but that having treated of it al- 
ready on another Occaſion, and I may have another opportunity ro handle it again 
befbre 1 cbhelude RL much Has derb Thin! ab is Tequillfe to prove that 
dt: Paul in his precepts inelades thoſe lamful Princes, that yet itt agaifift Law 
wud fein their Admintfſtrstion, andwykof tho” appvinted of God, do things 
. Es D | contrary 
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Rank, tho' contrary to juſtide, Rand eſtabliſhed 3 


RRR 
contrafy to his Will. They who concede Soveraign Power to good Princes on: 
ly. confound two Things together, very different in their own Natures; 0 
Vit, the Right and Power of the Magiſtrate; not obſerving the Diſtinction 
between what Princes do as agreeable to Juſtice, and whar, as they have Do- 
minioa and Authority over their Subjects. That Princes ſhould do what is in it 
ſelf unjuſty and act, at the ſame time, agreeably to the Laws of Juſtice,” cannot 
be; bur yet it muſt be confeſſed their Authority remains in its full Force, even 
whilſt they are acting thus unjuſtly ; ſtill the Virtue of their Power remains ſacted 
and unalterable; and whatever they command, whether right or wrong, ſtill 
carries ſuch a Vs and Efficacy along with it, as to enforce the Subjects Com- 
pliance, or at leaſt hinder his Oppoſition to it. For the DiſtinQion bet vixt the 
two Words ,Right and Aathority, is very obvious to any curious and impartial 


_ Enquirer , the former is projes to the Actions, the latter ro the Perſon of the 
Prince. The former is in al 


all Cafes refetred to ſome Law or other that judges 
of what is juſt or unjuſt; the fatter is the only Cement f hat inſeparabiy joym 


the People to their Soveraign. And theſe indeed may be, and have been, ab- 


ſtrated from each other, not in Theory onfy, but in Practice alſo: as when 
certain Prerogatives are challenged by the Printe, as his Right, which yet He 
has no Power to exact Obedience to; again, 'when He commands Things by 
Virtue of his Authority, not his r a rave plainly incroaches on the Priyilege 
of :he Subject. For the Regal Authority, as intended to preſerve the Right of 
Princes, lays a very high Obligation on the Minds of Men; and yet there is a 
111 5 hen that very Authority, ſeparate from Right, remains Valid, and of 
u | Force, ; Kia ; | EL wn) l 142 5 „ | 11. 3:04 
' Theſe things a little obſcure perhaps in themſelves, may be made more'plain 
by a familiar Example. Judges that are commiſſioned to determine publick 
Cauſes and Diſpuùtes, are charged to act no farther than is warramtabſe, and 
a grecable to Law. Nov if a Judge determine à Cauſe contrary to Law, bis 
Sentence is certainly unjuſt, but not invalid at the lame time: Tis true, he has 


exceeded t he Bounds of his Commiſſion, yet ſtill acts by the Virtue of it. Tbat 


indeed which is unjuſtly determined, is not, abftraRly. conſider d, of any Force 
or Efficacy it ſelf, and yet the Authority of the Magiſtrate ratifies and coofums 
it. Lis certain the Supreme Power, whatever it is, under whoſe Cognizance 
the Matter comes, may ſet aſide this Judgment; but till that is done, it ſtands 
firmly fixed, altho' upheld neither by Law nor Juſtice», But if there is no Appeal 
made from this unjuſt Sentence (as may happen in Matters of no great Con- 


cern ) tho' it be never ſa, much agaiaſt Law, ſhall it ſelf paſs into an Act, and 


be for ever in Force. Now if ſuch Proviſions 28. theſe, are of wiſe Uſe, to 
compoie the litile Differences of private Men; certainly they may be far more 
nobly applied, to ſecure che Dignity of Crowned Heads, and the publick Peace 
and Tranguillity, And if the things enacted by 2 e of an inferior 
| ſhall che People be allowed, 

in the ſame. Caſe, ro oppoſe the Royal Majeſty that ſits on the Throne, and, 
upon Occalion, repel Force with Force ? ls it unlawful aot to acquieſce in the 
Judgment of thoſe Governours that derive their Authority from the Chief May 
giſtrate ? and ſhall Diſobedicace offer'd to Him, whoſe Power is immediatc)y 
m_ ww — ãꝰ or 4 . 
The two Reaſons by which the Apoſtle fortifies this DoQtrine of Obedience to 
Governours are, 1. Becauſe their Conſtitution is Diviae. 2. Becauſe they aft 
of the laſt Uſe and Importance both to the ,Publich in general, and cvery Pri? 


rate 
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nt Member of it in particular. The former of theſe we have already dis 
patch d, and now proceed to the latter. But they that reſiſt ſhall receive to 
themſelves Damnation. For Princes are not a Terrour unto good Works, bus 
to the Evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power ? do that which ts 
good, and thou ſhalt haus Praiſe of the ſame : For He is the Miniſter of God 
ot i thee for good, But if thox do that which n evil, be afraid, for He beareth 
en the Swerd in vain: Fer He u the Miniſter of God, 4 Revenger to execute 
o Wrath upon Him that doeth Evil, From the former Part of which Words the 
Apoſtle endeavours ro make the Romans ſenfible, how much they would every. 
m. once of them promote their particular Intereſt by paying Obedience to Magi» 
rates; and then having diſcours'd very feelingly, but briefly on that Point; 
zdyances ſenſibly to treat more largely upon the End of Government taken in 
de Legeral, and as it reſpected the publick Good and Happineſs : and this He re- 
commends with great Ardour and Exact nes. 
They that reſiſt, ſays He, ſpall receive to themſelves Damnation. Ol oevde- 
g £0uToig ke Lach A Koiſcf. They chat reſiſt bring Ruin on them- 
ſelves, and ſhallreccive the jutt Reward of their Wickedneſs, Now by the Word 
Ke, is meant not only thoie eternal Puniſhments God will ſometime or 
other inflict on ſuch Offenders; but alſo rhoſe temporal and finite Ones that 
they ſuffer in this Life. And that this Word is here taken in the ſame Senſe, as 
in other Places of Scripture, in which tis very frequently made uſe of, I 
think ro be very plain from the Force and Connection ot the Apoſtles Argu- 
nent, They that re ſiſt ſhall receive to "themſelves Danmation: FOR Princes 
are not 4 Terrour to Good Works, but ts the Evil, &c, The Reaſon of this 
. judgment denounced He immediately ſubjoins, and then juſtifies and confirms 
, And as this f Cauſe aſſigned comprehends in it temporal Puniſhments, 
* {o Damnation denounced in the Verſe immediately preceding: yet ſo as not to 
a 
q 
| 


exclude thoſe Jadgments of another World which after Death ſhall te inflicted 
on all Evil and Wicked-docrs, -whereot they are as ſo many Warvings in this. 
for tis very uſual with Chriſt and his Apoſtles to repreſent the everlaſting Mi- 
ſeries of another State, by thoſe inflicted on Sinners in this; and tho' they may 
only verbally expreſs the latter, yet tis plain they mean the farmer; in order 
o to impreſs them on the Mind both of Hearer, and Reader, as ſhall enforce 
2 Belief and Expedtation of them. And this is coo well known to need any 
Proof of Example, For which Reaſon we perſiſt in our former Opinion, that 
the Apoſtle denouncing L K@ 240 } Damnation to rebellious Subjecte, had an 
Iye to that F KS 214 ¹ο J eternal Puniſhment God will inflict on chem 
in another World; tho' He more expreſſy inſiſts on that Judgment which conti- 
nually attends ſuch Offenders even in this Life. And this | rake to be the moſt 
caly and juſt Method to explain theſe Words of St. Paul——They who reſt 
ſhall recziue to themſelves Damnation : FOR Rulers are not 4 Terror 19 


Good Works, but to the Evil, But they who refer this ro what. went 2 good Way 3 


before [ viz, There is no Power but of God, &c. ] act very prepoſterouſſy and 
unfair ; for choſe things that are inſeparably joy ned together, they, without 


any Reaſon, divide, and contrarily joyn thofe that have no Relation to each 
| 8 ——äͤ— — — 


16, * Luke xiii, 40. ry. 20. 1 Cor. v. 25, 3%, 1 fet. i. 17. Rev. ai. 
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other; and this in Order, tp, reduce the Apoſtles two Arguments inte One, 
and ſo weakea the Force and Authaxity of them both; or in other Words, by 
an unjuſt kxpoſition to ęeſtrain this Divine Right of Obedience to good and 
well goyetuing Princes, which are a Terror not is Good Works, but to the Evil. 
Which Opinion as I have, and vill ever maintain, hath not the leaſt ſhew of 
Probability to recommend iii. „ 
And I the more earneſtly perſwade my ſelf, this is the Kind of Damnation 
the Apaſſle would render ſo formidable to the Romans, in that, all that follow 
is conſonant and referrable, to ite He is ſpeaki 8 of the Civil Right of the 
Sword, and thoſe Rewards, and Puniſhments, which the Magiſtrate makes uſe 
of co incite Subjects to Virtue, or deter them from Vice, Which Things, ſince 
they all ariſe from what, He, had ſaid before [ They who reſiſt ſhall receive 1 
Themſelves Damnation] ought to be, in ſome Senſe. at leaſt, if not wholly, re- 


n 


ferred thereto, © ...- 


. This ſuppoſed ; the Argument drawn thence by the Apoſtle, and from which 
He ſhews,gvery one their particular Advantage in the preſent Concer, is this, 
That Magiſtrates are in nothiog,' and on no Pretence whatever to be reſiſted , 
no, tho' we injure our ſelues in the juſt Diſcharge of our Duty towards them, 
For ſince the Sword of Joibice: 1s put by God into ther Hands, to execute Re- 


venge on Offenders of all ſorts; they vill uſe it moſt ſeverely, no doubt, on 


thoſe who are Enemies and Diſturbers of the State: Whatever Crime their 
Mercy and Lenity indyces them to Pardon; they'll never let ſuch dariog Vil- 
liny, as ſtrikes directly at their Authority, go. uopuniſhed. The very Profe(- 
ſion of another Religion declares a Prince too great an Enemy to the Chriſtian; 


but if thoſe that incur ſuch a Ones Hatred on this Account, invent any ne- 


Stratagems to promote Sedition in the Commonwealth; nay tho under the 
very Colour of Religion they diſturb the Peace, and act contrary to the-Lavs 
of it, they're worthy of juſt and condign Puniſhment, On the other Hand, 
there is nothing that induces Infidel- Princes more to Clemency and: Good. Will 
towards Chriſtians, than their modeſt and ſubmiſſive Carriage to them; their 
honouring and reſpecting them next to God, Himſelf. This is the way to a- 
vert thoſe Dangers they may be expoſed to. For wicked P rinces dom 
often deal imperioufly by Subjects of different Opinions, provided they ktep 
them to themſelves, create the Magiſtrate no Trouble, raiſe no Commotion 


| 7 175 Him, but live peaceably in the Exerciſe of their Religion. This I. ay 


des not frequently happen, which St. Peter was very ſenſible of when arguing 
chus with the Chriſtians in his Epiſtle, who had ſuffered many Injuries, and were 
I:ke-to undergu more bo 1 He that will harm you, if ye be Followers of 
Po „ RN 
Thus much concerning St. Paul's Argument, drawn from the advantage O- 
bedience brings to private Men; come we now to conſider its Good to the Pub- 
lick, and Uletulneſs of Government to Society in general. For this the Apolt- 
les Mind was chieſſy fixed upon when He called Princes à Terror not to Goa 
Work but to ihe Eiland Rervogers to execute Wrath upon them that du Evil. 
It is in ſuch-like Expreſſions as theſe, Sr, Paul renders the Reaſon, why 
Kings were conſtituteq, in wha: the NectfHry, the Uſcfulneſs of Empire conſiſts, 
what kind of Power chat of Princes is, and Hö, Far extended, even to all the 
Uſes and Advantages of Human- Life” Fot ritfe zre the Confervators of the 
P ablick Peace and vatety. z Thule the Conſtirurors and Maint: vers, of thoſe 
las in the due Txccurion of h1chrke Weltare of exery Han confiſts. Weber 
A4 ; e e the 
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4 Adminiftrators of Righe and Wrong, the Diſpenſers of Rewards and Puniſh 
ons ; Puniſhments to reſtrain the Vices, and check the Preſumprion of che 
cke; Rewards to excite the good to Virtuous and noble Actions. Are the 
den ſuch profitable Miniſters for our good? and is it not reaſonable we ſhoul 
xpreſs our ſelves towards Them with all poſſible G atitude and Thankfulneſs? 


yroly and ungratefully oppoſe them, who by their indefarigable Labour and In- | 
Airy convey ſo many valuable Bleſſings to us. Fer Princes are not a Ter: 
wto Good Works, but to the Evil, &c. Of Necelity THEREFORE we 
quſt be Subject to them, „ ee ED 1 
But the Enemies of Regal Power object, and con idently aff rm, that St, 
Mul, when He enumerates all the Advantages it brings to every ane under it 
rotetion, did not propoſe thence to preach up Obedience to all Govcrhour: 
zecocral, but only ſuch who perform the Truſt repoſed in them, and entirel 
1 Worficm themſelves to the Examples of juſt Empire and Aurpority. I think 
me already abupdantly demonſtrated this Opinion to be direct y oppoſite t 
. Wit Senſe of St. Paul; and an Invention of thoſe who make ir their Bulineſs to 
„ arter the Licentiouſneſs of the People. I'll add but one Word more 6 
Z this, That either the Apoſtle drew this his Argument from the Office ot 
1 Wiroces, whither good or bad, and from that Univerſal Uſe the Right of Em- 
rr is to the World; or elſe from no one thing throughout his whole Diſcourlg 
-b this Duty of Subjects to their Soveraign. Which Argument, ſince it rendg 
hy to the eſtabliſhing the Imperial Right; we cannot think the Apoſtſe 
wald either neglect or purpoſely omit it, It was his Endeavour to ſcare 


12 every Thing, try all Methods that were likely to afford any Help towar 

e Nie Etabliſhment of the Supreme Authority. To this End it was very neces 
i to let Subjects know how much good they received at the Hands of eveq 
„ Wi Princes, and how much the Publick was indebted even to thoſe that were 
| Wroting in the diſchar ge of their Office, Could St. Paul, think ye, for- 


xt this 2 Or was He indifferent in the Favour of his own Cauſe ? Wag this Dix- 
le of Gamaliel, this great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, Dull-ſighted now, who had 


t guck an Eye, and fertil Genius in the Diſcovery and Management of all o- 
pi Things ? Or if He was ſeoſible ef the Uſe of this great Argument, can 
a Mi; Body believe He would have left it untouch'd and negledted ? And yet thi} 
out be their Thoughts that affirm what He ſays is only in reference to good 
| tincee. 2 5 FFF „ | | =p $1 
s But, ſay they, St Paul is not content to lay down Rules for our Obedience 
f Wooly ; but whar is enjoyn'd He maigtains by Right REASON. Firſt He 
'2dviſeth us not to refeſt Princes, and then adds the Reaſon, F OR they axe 
). v Terror to Good Works, but tothe Bvil, It is therefore convenient we 
6. mould mea ſure the Force of the Precept by the Reaſon given as a Rule to dis 


. belongs only to ſuch. Cunningly argued, indeed, but very wide from the 


1; — 
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5, But granting this, yet there ua Superior Reajon.ou wich. all Obligation 
* W' Obedience originally depends; This before as our Agryerſeries graut ij anly 
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tity do 5 good, it to obey them for aur en So tet Bat St. Petet commands wu 


3 „aa ; AC, IVEY +? * r 
That we ſhould love and revere them with our whole Hearts, and not ſtub- 


rect us to the ſenſe of it. And if we do this, the Apoſtles Precept 8 
4 Wc ftrain'd to good Princes, ſince the R E AS ON on which it is founded 


- — — 


baun from the Conſideration of our mn g.. Now. 1d 022} mm 
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hit i ever Ordinance of Man, Why 4 not for dur own, but the Lord's Sake. 
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Troth, 23-will appear not only from what has been ſaid before, but what the 
fame Apollle aftirms in other places concerning the Eccleſiaſtical Powers,drawn WM ii 
parallel to the Civil Right of the Magiſtrate. For the Argument for both gi 
alike, and in a manner the ſame, Obey thoſe that ave ſet ouer you, ſays St. (. 
Paul, and be ſubjeH to them, as they that watch over you, and muſt rendewM 

an Acount for your Souls. Here He gives the Reaſon why Obedience muſt be g 
paid to the Rulers of the Church, bur does not mean by this, tis due only to 
thoſe ſet over us, that diligently and faithfully diſcharge their Miniſterial Office 
For without doubt we muit obey thoſe that live irregular Lives, and are remiſs 
in their Duty, nay that wholly negle& it. For let their Converſation be never 


fo vicious, aad their Adminiſtration of Spiritual Aﬀairs what it will, yet ſincel th 
they lawfully prefide over us, what they enjoyn has a Force and Obligation an-Ml 5: 
nex d to it that cannot be made void, This our Saviour teaches, when ſpcak il (s 
| Ing of the Scribes and Phariſees, They ſet, ſays He, in Moſes Chair; Therefore k. 
whatever they command you do and obſerve: but do ye not like unto them, form 
they ſay and do not. To theſe belonged the Right of interpreting the Law ;,M ir 
theretore they, exerting this Right, muſt be obeyed, aukho' they contradic | 
what they command by their own Examples. And what if their Life | qui 
ſuch as may be juſtly diſpleaſing both to God and good Men, muſt their Auth Ma 
rity ceaſe for that Reaſun? And this will the better illuſtrate St. Paul's eve 
ment for Obedience to the Rulers of the Church——Be obedient to theſe thao or 
are ſet over jon, &c. For they watch, &c. It is their Duty to rule and guide tr 
Chriſt's Flock; this is the Province given them of God; but tho' they neither ton 
maintain nor adorn this high Truſt with a Dignity ſuitable to it; yer does not nc 
that wholly deprive them of their Right to adminiſter it; tho their Adminid bj 
ſtration be bad, yet their Call to it commands Honour and Reſpe&. This the to} 
Apoltlc mentions more particularly in another Place, beſeech you Bre 
nhren to know | or rather reverence } them which labour among you, and ji" 
are over you in the Lord, and edmoniſp you ; and eſteem them very highly 1 nal 
Love for their Works ſake. K UyGugoi tuTE6 p th MEG L055 il nt 
ec10 N T0 £pV xuTHY. Now if the Word L Ep] Work bot 15 
here and in ® other places of the New Teſtament ſignifte the Office, then the f . 
Apoſtles meaning is, That tis not only the Labours and Admonitions of the * 
Ciergy for our goed, but their Office allo that ſhould endear them to us, and 1 
raiſe our high Value and Eſtcem of them. And tho Ep ſhould only fim- un 
piy denote the Wore or Labour, not the Office of a Miniſter, yet in St. Paal'sM in; 
Senſe, there is ſome Love and Revereuce due to Spiritual Rulers, who don lil 
take ſo much Pains in diſcharging their Duty; whereas they that are zealous de 
and laborious mult p £% TE? 2458 } have the greateſt ſhare of our 1 
 Aﬀetions and Eteem. But whar anſwers oeſt to the preſent Purpoſe, is St. fm 
Pauls Exhoriation to Timo:hy—Ler the Elders that rule well | 04 KA- "to 
Ne 73.9 SPATE; | be counted worthy of eouble Honour. There is then 2 Re hy 
(pet owing to tholc, as Rulers, that govern ill; but double Honour to them art 
KN He g£0w77%s, that Rule well. | 5 „ y! 
— — — —— ———ů —— ä upon 
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Mn d:ſireth the Office of a Bifhop, He deſired a gond Wook, See ele ban, * 
J. 2. 14. 26, Eph, 4, 12, Phil. 1. 22, Eph, 2 30, 2 Tim. 2. 21. 4. F. wl f 


ER 6 
"Now what is here preſeribed concerning the Duty ef the Flock to their Spl- 
icdal Paſtors, may be very juſtly applied to that of the Subject to the Civil Ma- 
pſtrate : and if ſo, nothing ſure can be more fooliſn znd abſurd than the 
lomment ſome Interpreters put upon St. Paul's Diſcourſe ; whence they ꝓro- 
end that He himſelf has given a reaſon to limit the Force of his own Pre- 
pt ; and how when He had Joutly proclaimed No Refſiſtanre was ro 
nade, on any Account, to the Higher Powers, ſnould whiſper; as *cwere, this 
DitioQion in the Ears of the Roman;-—m Ptovided they are ſuch as religi- 
oully obſerve the Rules of Juſtice, and conſult well the Happineſs of their 
Subjects. Infamous Doctrine! which whether moſt defkruftive of Seripture or 
the Authority of Princes; whether moſt prejudicial to a Chriſtian Church or the 
gate, is hard to tell. Thus much is certain, Whoſoever they are that favor x 
ch Inter pretations, in Prejudice of a thing, of ſuch great Moment, as is O- 
tedience to Princes, are direct Enemies ro Both: Who whilſt they are a ſtri- 
ing to debauch Subject Minds with their pernicious Opinions, impiouſly pol- 
re the pure Fountains of Divine and Eternal Truth. But of this ee, 5 
Mean time, to compleat the Explanation of St. Pauls Doctrine, ve muſt en- 
qtire briefly into the Reaſon, why tis the Subject's Intereſt not xo reſiſt Exil 
lagiſtrates. And that is, becauſe the Adyantages accrving to the Publich, 
ven from a Male · Adminiſtration, far out- weigh the Evils of it. They there- 
fore that Sacrifice all theſe Privileges, in ſtriving to avert leſſer Injuries, cannot 
tein the Intereſt of the Government. Lawful Princes do not always a& or 
ummand Things according to Juſtice and Law, but are found fomerimes to 
meroach on the Right of the Subjedt; yet private Men ought to bear theſe 
þjurics patiently, leſt they fall into a greater Miſchief ian that they ſtrove 
jo prevent; and do more Hurt to the Publick, than Good to themſelyes. Nay 
12 Prince ſhould attempt what is very prejudicial, not only to this or that 
tinte Subject, but the whole State; We muſt not run upon Extremities, 
nuſt not draw the Sword to redreſs it: For this would be the Applying a Re- 
nedy far more fatal than the Diſeaſe it ſelf: It would be more for common 


of all Conditions the wort a nd moſt miſerable that ean be ima zided 3 in which 
Hands, his Laws 
ſabverted, and his Authority trodden under Foot, the Populace are at Liberty 
v run headlong on any Miſchief, and act with Impunity whatever their lawleſs 
Ictravagances prompt them co, Tis therefore of univerſal Benefit not to reſiſt 
hil Princes, left the Rebellion prove of warſe Conſequence to the Publick than 
the unjuſt Adminiſtration it ſelf. p N 
Iv. Theſe with others, are che Grounds of the Apoſtles Reaſonings with the 
lomans, and his urging them to Obedience: which are of char weight and force, 
i to be adapted not only to any particular Orders of Men, to peculiar Times, 
or Conſtitutions of Government, but to all Chriſtians in general, that have 
tern, or ſhall be, in what Age, or of what Quality ſaerer. Nay ſo plain and 
firticular hath St. Paul been m this Point, as to leave ne pofſible Excaſe for 
ay Subject, as ſueh, to deviate from his Duty and Allegiance: That no Man 
on ary Change of Laws, or Alteration of Government; That no exalted 
lubject, however rich, noble, or powerful He may be, ſhould think Himſelf 
| kli obliged ro pay Obedience than Another: Let EFERT SOUL, lays 
le, be Subject io the Higher Prwets, Any Man that lives's Sudeck unde: 
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the juriſdiction of another, how great ſoover his Fortune, hon 
bigh his Honour, how nearly advanc'd He may be to the S. 
preme Dignity ( fo he be but inferior to it) let him know, hi 
& included Within the Reach of this Precept, and has the ver 
ſame Reaſon to obey with any other Man. 
But it may be objected; Is this Precept of fo. univerſal an Ex 
tent, as to admit of no Reſtriction? Is there no regard to be hat 
to human Circumſtapces ? and no Bounds to be preſcribed tc 
bur Obedience ? Is ibis the only Form of Diſcipline we mult no 
recede 2 Title from? What if Princes tear to Pieces that Statt 
they were deſigned to preſerve? What if they pervert all Divint 
andHuman Right 2 If they Sacrifice both the Lives and For 
runes of their" Subjects to bei Cruelty, and unjüſtly 'contrin 
to ſubje&4 their Country to a foreign Power; Shall not the Sub 
ject oppoſe theſe Deſigns, reſtrain this Madneſs, avert theſe Miß 
chiefs, this Deſtruction ? Fhey may, ſay ſome very pious and 
ood Men, that have been very zealous and uſeful in defending 

| dhe Right of 'Prigces , agg. reſtraining popular and licentiou 
. Power. But how juſt their Sentiments are, I leave others to de 


termine. As for my owa part, there are many Obſtacles tha tp 
4 hinder me ftom proſecuting this Point any farther before you a 

l „% „ „ e ERS 235 3 , o4 510} 93% 31T Oy ; $.$iFo>-S anl 
vF this time, and 1 upetabl ldles, to deter me from delivering 9 
7 gf A 2 1, eon you 1 IJ g the F mY 1 0 
7 my Thoughts when diſcour 608 f e People. 101 
| Certain it it, thoſe that take upon them to interpret the Word 7; 


j ol God, ought to fetch all their Arguments from the Rules 0 
| Scriprurt.” Now zin uſual er Divine Writers to be cxa®t an 
%calous in, cheit Precepts 'abour the Performance of Durics, anc 
bot weaken the Force and Authorky of them by Exceptions anc 
Reſtraints. - The Scripture is very particular in the Caſe before 
us, in deriving the Original of Human Power from God, and reach: 
%% be loaf by us, "I: jolrges euch 
1 the Topick of Reſpect and Obedience to Princes; but when,,ang 
upon what, Provocations, we may detract from their Authotity 
] and vindicate our Liberty, there's not one Syllable mentioned 
except in the Caſe of Mens commanging what is contrary to the 
pee TPP God. Aid Bop the wi ebene ur elves 
rather than Men. But in what other Reſpect that Tye of C 
bedience may be either ſlackned or diſſolv'd, the Apoſtles are 
Shall dae e fo eri ought we e, hate Dur 
| is to follow their ſteps in preaching the Golpel. * Theſe * 


Ss 
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(fthere's any neceſſity for tough to be the Diſputes of the learned 


nthe Law and Politicks, and determined according to the Laws and 


"be forms of Government, peculiar to every particular Nation, We 


may aſſure our ſelves nothing to this purpole can be gathered from 
&criprure 5 which has given no Limits to this Duty, and there- 
fore ought not to be made uſe of in the deſcribing or deſiring 
ny. Pat the People in Mind ( ſaith St. Paul writing to Titzs ) 
t be ſubje to Principalities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates : 
but he no where tells him on what Occaſions, and in what State 
of Things Men fhould not be ſubje&, ſhould not obey them. 
Nor is there Occaſion for any Man to prompt or adviſe the 
People to that, which they are naturally roo ſtudious about of 
hemſelves. Their Inclinations too much bent on Sedition, call 
nther for a Bridle to rein, than a Spur to quicken and provoke 
hem. We are moſt of us naturally wonderful ingenious in the 
contriving Evaſions to eſcape our Duty (making the Bounds 
re our ſelves have preſcribed it, our Refuge and Excule ) and 


karching out Diſtinctions that may abate the Severity of the 
Chriſtian Diſcipline. And this we never do with more Zeal and 


Application, than when we are enjoyn'd to an entire Obedience 
ind Refignation to the Magiſtrate, Where's the Neceſſity then 
of our being taught by others, that which corrupt Nature teaches, 
nd which without the Dictates of a Tutor we greedily imbibe? 
The ſubtile Diſputes of ſome Moral Authors are highly worthy 
of Rebuke, For inſtead of deterring Men from Vice, they in- 


rut them how far they may approach the Confines of Sin with- 


out incurring the Guilt, Nor are they in a leſs Fault who accu- 
ately diſpute how far we may reſiſt the Supreme Authority with- 
at committing Treaſon againſt it. This ſeems juſt methinks as 


= fa Perſon harranguing an Army, ſhould ſpend all his Thoughts 
In nice Enquiries on what Occaſions they might deſert their Co- 


ours, throw down their Arms, diſobey Commanders, nay if there 
vere a neceſſity, turn their Arms againſt them. Much the ſame, 


s if an Advocate of popular Liberty (dreading Mens Ignorance 
Ack the Conceſſions made them againſt Parents and Governours } 
"Wl ould rake up all the Arguments and Diſtinctions he could meer 


vith to make em ſenſible when, and how they might caſt off all 
be ſtrict Obligations to Obedience. And tho it ſhould be poſſi- 
dle the Defign of theſe Diſquiſitions were harmleſs and ſincere, 
Ind bore ſome Reſemblance to the Truth; yet would they be too 
ffenfve to pious Ears; too great Flatterers of Mens impure and 

1 55 2 vicious 
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vicious Inclinations, even to bear a Diſpute amongſt learned 


it from the Apoſtles Words,to diſcourſe freely of reducing Princes 
to Reaſon? that make this the moſt convenient Soil to produce 


jour Parents in all things, For this # acceptable with God —ſhould 


der Authority, having Souldiers under me: and I ſay unto this 
Man, Go, and he goeth: and to another Come, and he cometh ; and to ( 


_ fined Expoſitors of the Holy Scriptures as theſe, wrelt and no! 


"_ __— 


Men, much lefs to be communicated to the unthinking Multitude, ¶ c 
and explain'd in Diſcourſes to the Public. | 
But ſuppoſe it neither Unbecoming nor Unjuſt to do this; can © 
any unprejudiced and ſenſible Perſon believe he may ſafely make 2 
St. Pauls Words an Handle for his Pretences ? Search throughout. k 
the whole Scripture, and you ſhall find the Offices of Obedience ? 
to Magiſtrates, no where diſcuſſed with ſuch Exactneſs, recom- 
mended with ſuch Zeal, or back'd with ſo many powerful Argu- t 
ments as in this Place. How malicious then, not to ſay abſurd C 
are they, that take an Occaſion hence, without any ground for t 


Schemes for the pulling down Regal Authority and Power ? [ 
profeſs, *tis with Regret of Conſcience that I have ventured bare- 
ly to mention in this Concluſion of my Diſcourſe what may 
ſeem detracting from St. Pauls Doctrine, I had before been fo 
particular in explaining : then how large a ſhare of Guilt muſt 
they contract, who wholly omit what the Apoſtle has expreſſy 
and with great Fervency enjoyned concerning this Duty; but are 


over and above careful to invent ways how they may limit and 3 
reftrain it? As much to the purpoſe, I think, as if any one about f 
to expound this Advice of the ſame Apoſtle—Servants,be obedient " 

e 


in all things to your Maſters according to the F leſh—Children,ovey 


make it his main Buſineſs to inform them how often they might 
be reftactory, not only Carefully, but with Applauſe. f 

How great Authority of Military Diſcipline was, we may learn Ml f 
from the Centurion in the Goſpel I am, faith he, a Man un- | 


my Servant, Do tha, and he doet h it. Now ſuppoſe a Man making 
this the ſubject of his Dilcourſe in a Camp, ſhould draw thence K 
no Conſequences touching the religious Obſervance of their Mili- 
tary Oath, or the Duty owing their lawful Generals; and yet be 
very induſtrious to gather from it Whatever might diminiſh the 
Right of Commanding, or the Neceſſity of Obeying : could ſuch 
a One think he had in this Caſe acquitted himſelf well? Such re- 


explain the Senſe of them; and as *twere rack from them a Con- 
feiſſon they never once expreſſed ox deſigned, They 61 : 
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N reject the genuin and original Meaning of the Text, and exact 
contrary Deductions and Inferences of their own, 


(2) 


The Conſideration of the Times we live in, as well as the Do- 


| Arines both of the primitive and preſent eſtabliſhed Church, could 


Ml ford me many weighty Arguments to ſypport the Cauſe in hand, 


But having already exceeded the limits of a Sermon, I muſt be 
yery brief in running them over. Þ 
There is not one among all the Eminent Fathers of the Primi- 
tive Church to be met with, that feeds the Flock commitred to his 
Charge with ſuch poiſonous Doctrines; not one that puts Scrip- 
tures to ſo baſe a Uſe as the broaching Opinions among the People 
of defending their Privileges, and, on Occaſion, uſing a coercive 
Power over Princes. Yer they lived in thoſe Times when ſuch 
Doctrines wquld have been very taking and acceptable: ro wit, 
when Changes and Diſtractions in the Government were moſt fre- 
quent, and very had Princes filld the Throne, even ſuch whoſe 
Male- Adminiſtration challeng'd nothing but meer ſubjection to it. 
Amongſt the receiv'd Homilies of our Church, there are many 
that treat of this Subject, Obedience to Princes; and ſome from 
theſe very Words of St. Paul in the Text, Abundance of Ex- 
amples may be taken out of them that tend to reſtrain the People 
from Diſobedience, but none that provoke them to it; None 
that remind us to be careful of our Liberties, or how we are too 
exceſſiye in Loyalty to our Prince, | : 
I am ſure, as the preſent State of Affairs are, nothing can be more 
unſeaſonable than the advancing ſuch Diſputes, and preaching up 
ſuch Doctrines among us. We are zealous enough in defending and 
{curing our Liberties, and are {ge from all Danger, but the va- 
luing them too dear, Great ( Wt to be taken we do not in- 
dulge our ſelves in our Liber aa becomes either pious 
Chriſt;ans or good Subjects ; it into Licentiouſneſs, and 
ſo abrogate all Law; bring eyerfMing into Confuſion, and ar 
laſt periſh by the Hands of that very Idol we our ſelves fer up. St 
Paul's Advice to the Galatians, and St. Peter's to the diſpers d 
Strangers throughout all 4/ia, &c. is every way as applicable to us. 
Bretbren, ye bave been called unto Liberty; only aſe not Liberty as 
en Occaſion to the Fleſh, but by Love ſerve one another As free, 
end not uſing yeur Liberty for a Claak of Maliciouſneſs, but as the 
Serpants of God, Theſe are Doctrines fit to entertain a Chriſtian 
Auditory, ft Subjects to be handled by the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
fel; this is what Men of our Sacred Profeſlion ought jo e | 
1 | ; the 
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3 preſent Times and Diſpoſitions of Men call for, and what will 
be moſt pleaſing to God, and, uſeful to Man, and as ſuch, requireg 


— 


gu conſtant and earneſt Recommendation. 
But they whoſe Delight it is, as't were, by a Spiritual Trump: 
to ſound Alarms; provoke vulgar Minds to Madnels and Sedition, 
and add Fuel to the Flames already kindled, have great Reaſon tg 
conſider what they propoſe to ꝓhemſelves, by what Authority, and 
whoſe Examples they take this upon them: For — Every One ſhall 
bear bis own Burthen, : But we have no ſuch Cuſtom, neitber the 
LSE *. - ) 
As I began this Diſcourſe, ſo ſhall I end it (only a little more 
copiouſly ) with the Words of St. Pauli. For I think we who bea 
2 Part in the Apoſtle: Miniſtry, are very nearly concerned in his 
Advice to Tmot hy and Tits. And I could wiſh, my Beloved 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST, it might be deeply engraven 
upon the Hearts of every one of Us. To Timothy he ſpeaks thus: 
I char;e thee therefore before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who 
Hall judge the quick andthe dead at hi appearing, and hu King- 
dom; Preach the Word, inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with Long ſuffering and Doctrine. For the Time 
will came (Nay, now is) when they will not endure ſound Doftrine ; 
but after their own Luft ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers, ha- 
wing itching Ears, And they ſhall turn away their Ears from thi 
Truth, and ſhall be turned umo Fables. But watch thou in all 
Things, endure Aſlictions, do the Work of an Evangeliſt, make 
Full Proof of thy Miniſtry. Vo Titus Theſe Things ſpeak and 
exhort, and rebuke with all Authority, Let no Man deſpiſe thee, 
Put them in Mind to be . Principalities and Powers, t« 
obey Magiſtrates, to be r good Work, That in thu: 
doing we may eſtabliſh t FChriſt ; fave our own Soul. 
and them that hear us. ant even the bleſſed and only 
Potentare, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, to whom be Ho- 
nour and Power to all Eternity, Amen; e 


Tube Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and 
the Fellow ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with Us all evermore 
_— eb whey 
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Where may be had the Latin Sermonz 5 
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